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I Have Never Been More Proud
by Michelle Halberg, MCASE President

 

I have never been more proud to call myself an educator, amazed at the creative and innovative thinking,
witnessed the true meaning of "student-centered" and "strength-based" instruction, experienced the effort
that collaboration takes, and the outcomes of that collaboration. During COVID-19 school closures new
voices were heard and their ideas included in the generation of solutions. Vulnerability built trust and
school teams were born, redefined, and strengthened. 

I have never been more proud to call myself an educator and count myself in the ranks of all of you. You
have been brave, showed hope in the face of uncertainty, been compassionate and resilient. I hope that you
keep what you've learned during this time alive as we prepare for the Fall and beyond. I hope that you take
the time to reflect and celebrate your own COVID-19 "silver-linings".   

I leave you with Theodore Roosevelt's famous quote that has come to be known as, “The Man in the Arena".
You have persevered in the face of adversity and come out the better for it.

In gratitude,
Michelle Halberg
 

"It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, or
where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is
actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives
valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no effort without
error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great
enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best
knows, in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least
fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls
who neither know victory nor defeat."  Theodore Roosevelt April 23, 1910

Pandemic Creates SAM Schedule
Changes and Innovation
by Kirk Miller, SAM Executive Director

The COVID-19 pandemic has certainly affected most everything in our lives and our
work, requiring a great deal of energy to embrace the changes necessary to insure safety

and continue the education of our children.  This great effort of our schools is very evident in every community
across the state.  I thank you, our Montana education leaders, for making this happen in your community
these past 3 months.  Our thoughts are now deeply immersed in seeking solutions for the best ways to reopen
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our schools this fall and to meet the needs of our children.  Thank you to the many administrators who are
serving on Task Force, Work Groups, and Advisory Committees intended to prepare the best in guidance for
School Re-Entry and Resources after/during Pandemic, with the goal of having the guidance prepared by the
end of June.

The impact of COVID changed SAM and our efforts to serve our membership and help you with all you have
had to do these past 3 months.  We hope we have been there for you at this time, and that you have used the
resources developed on the SAM website page COVID-19 Information for Schools. Thinking to the future,
there are many changes to the schedule of events for SAM and our affiliates and we appreciate your great
ability to be flexible with those changes.  Some changes of note …

MASS/METAtechED Spring Conference (March 23-24) – Cancelled
NAESP National Leaders Conference (March 23-25) – Cancelled
NASSP Advocacy Conference (March 22-25) – Cancelled
CoSN National Conference (April 1-4) – Postponed and done Virtually in May
SAM Board and Affiliate Board Meetings in March, April, May and June – Held Virtually
Da Rud Cup Golf Scramble (June 10, Rescheduled for July 26) - Cancelled until next year
SAM Evening of Excellence (June 11) – Cancelled with plans to recognize 2020 awardees in 2021
SAM Delegate Assembly – (June 11-12) – Postponed and will be held Virtually on July 29-30
AASA Legislative Advocacy Conference (July 6-8) – Held Virtually
NASSP National Principals Conference (July 7-9) – Cancelled
NAESP Pre K-8 National  Conference (July 12-14) – Cancelled
SAM Administrators Institute 2020 (July 27-29) – Held Virtually on July 27-28 (please register)

This gets our schedule through the summer and planning for fall conferences, events and activities are being
considered to be held either face-to-face or virtually.  Decisions about how the events and meetings will be
held will be determined by the phase of Pandemic and actions of SAM/affiliate boards to determine the
conditions.

As this schedule reveals, the SAM and affiliate boards of directors have done excellent work to be flexible in
working to meet our members needs for professional learning and advocacy the past 3 months and into the
future.  My thanks to our 85+ board members who serve your associations with outstanding commitment,
energy and leadership!

Our team at the SAM office (Kirk, Kim and Gary) wish you a great June, and hope for a reasonable scope of
activity for you to recharge and renew your leadership thoughts for the coming school year!

Be Safe! Be Well!

 

Get ready for a fun, fresh and engaging NEW conference this summer!  Based on action taken by
the SAM Board of Directors, SAM AI 2020: Tell Your Story...School Re-entry &
Recovery After a Pandemic Event will be held virtually on July 27-28! 

The conference will mirror the previously planned in-person event, but now with no travel
required!  Using a dynamic virtual platform, attendees will participate in live Keynote
Presentations (featuring Hal Bowman and Jamie Vollmer) and Breakout Presentations. 
Attendees will have access to ALL sessions post-conference. A virtual vendor hall will be filled
with SAM Business Partners sharing the products and services they offer to SAM Members.

You will NOT want to miss this opportunity to virtually connect, engage, inspire, and collaborate
with Montana Administrators.

Click HERE for more information and to register!

SAM LPLP 2020-21 Registration is Open!

It's time to plan next year's professional learning for you and your district administrators! 
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Tailored to meet the needs of new, experienced, and aspiring
administrators, learning networks meet both virtually and
face-to-face allowing participants to share challenges,
successes, and thought leadership with like-minded Montana
leaders experiencing similar job roles, situations, and context
while bringing professional development to the administrator.

Are you a superintendent new to your position? 
MASS believes strongly in the effectiveness of SAM LPLP and
wants to invest financially in your success by offering to pay
the program fee for all Montana superintendents new to their
positions.   

Follow the link SAM LPLP for more information. 

SAM LPLP 2020-21 will kick-off virtually at the SAM
LPLP Summit on June 29th immediately following
SAM Virtual Administrators Institute 2020!  

 

Digital Equity Strategies
for Learning Beyond the Classroom
The Consortium for School Networking (CoSN) and its state affiliate chapter, Montana Educational
Technologists Association (META) are pleased to continue to support the work of current and aspiring
superintendents and district leadership teams in leading all aspects of digital learning transformations.  

EmpowerED Superintendent edWebinar – Monday, June 8, 2020 at 3:00 pm MT
“Digital Equity Strategies for Learning Beyond the Classroom”

CoSN, AASA and edWeb join together in co-hosting the monthly EmpowerED Superintendent webinar series.
The current COVID-19 health crisis has sharply exposed the critical issues around digital equity in several
profound ways. Join us for the next EmpowerED Superintendent edWebinar when Dr. David Miyashiro,
Superintendent, Cajon Valley School District, CA, Dr. Steven Webb, Superintendent, Vancouver Public
Schools, WA and Dr. Donna Wright, Director of Schools, Wilson County Schools, TN, come together to engage
in a lively, interactive, informative conversation. The three superintendents will share their strategies for
bringing schools and communities together to solve the challenges of digital inequity. Their stories and
expertise have great value for all school leaders at this pivotal time for K-12 education. You are invited to
register for this free webinar, as well as access recordings of previously broadcast “EmpowerED
Superintendent” webinars, at https://home.edweb.net/supers/.

COVID-19 Resources for School Leaders
CoSN continues to provide school leaders with updated information on the "EdTech Guidance in the age of
COVID-19”web page. School leaders have ready access to current resources that not only help school systems
adapt to remote learning during COVID-19 but also ensure positive outcomes for all stakeholders.

Digital Equity – AASA/CoSN Partner Resources Available to Download
The one-page document, Creating Equitable Opportunities for ALL Learners, provides education leaders with
five essential strategies for achieving digital equity. CoSN’s Digital Equity Initiative web page has a number of
additional resources, including access to the Digital Equity Toolkit, to support the work of school leaders in
building meaningful community partnerships and creating tools to help district leaders achieve digital equity
for all learners.

If your school or district would like more information about joining CoSN or getting more involved with CoSN,
please contact Brian Calvary, CAE, CoSN Director of Membership and Chapters, at  bcalvary@cosn.org.  

 Thank you to SAM's Business Partners!  
Please take time to visit their websites.
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Health Insurance
P O Box 4579 - Helena, MT 59601
aholmlund@ms-sf.org
Phone: 406-457-4401

Technology Innovation
1309 NW Bypass - Great Falls, MT 59404  
bruce.wallace@vision.net    
Phone: 406-727-5994   

Total Education Solutions in Technology (T.E.S.T)  
PO Box 2900
Missoula, MT 59805
liz@testkids.com
Phone:  888-401-6950

Empowering Teachers To
Drive Their Own Professional Learning
84 Sherman Street
Cambridge, MA 02140
 jeff.liberty@betterlesson.com
    

Montana Glacier Sponsors

Infinite Campus is the largest 
American-owned
student information system       
4321 109th Avenue NE
Blaine, MN 55449
stephanie.sondrol@infinite 
campus.com
763-458-1752

 
 A unique approach to teaching   K-6
math using hands-on,   interactive
games
 37 E 28th Street Suite 600
 New York, NY 10016
 719-510-9503
 john@slatescience.com
     

Mileposts™ cloud-based
achievement & data management
408 E. Parkcenter Blvd., Ste.300
Boise, ID 83706
rapp@silverbacklearning.com 
208-481-2300

Annuities, life insurance     
430 Ryman St., #102
Missoula, MT 59892 
Brian.Olsen@valic.com
406-329-5500        

School property & liability insurance
1200 North Montana Ave.
Helena. MT. 59601
rholman@paynewest.com
406-533-1035

 
 

 
 

Montana Mountain Sponsors

Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy Solutions
34 West 6th Avenue, Suite 2B 
Helena, MT 59601
bsolan@ameresco.com
406-461-7432

Lowest total operational cost 
clean buildings  2525 Overland 
Avenue
Billings, MT 59102 
brucoeducation@gmail.com
800-652-1020 

School portraits, yearbooks & sports 
portraits
2110 Overland Ave., #115A 
Billings, MT 59102 jvagner@lifetouch.com
800-862-7183
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C&C School
Accounting
Software For Schools
In Montana Since

1980
Help@CandCSchoolAccounting.com
(800)-442-6107 

Safe, Easily Managed School 
Networks
106 East Sixth Street, Suite 500
Austin TX 48701 
JArnold@lightspeedsystems.com 
 512-904-0544   

 
Auto, homeowners, life insurance and 
financial services 
617 W Stolley Park Road
Grand Island, NE 68801
keith.jorgensen@horacemann.com 
866-517-6870

 

 
School Workers’ Compensation &
Liability
 Coverage
PO Box 7029 - Helena, MT 59601
sbubb@mtsba.org
Phone: 406-457-4418

College Assistance, Job Skill
Training   
1956 MT Majo Street  
Fort Harrison, MT 59636
todd.j.carver.mil@mail.mil

A leading provider of comprehensive
Custodial, Grounds & Facility Operations
and Maintenance services  
4702 Western Ave. Suite 101
Knoxville, TN 37921
gcaeducation@gcaservices.com

Connecting Schools, Parents, and
Communities through Cloud-Based    
Communication Tools                                       
218 N. 3rd Ave 
Durant, OK 74701
sales@gabbart.com
580-931-6894

 
Professional Learning Organization 
1031 N. Academic Way, Ste. 242  
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814
hrogers@ncce.org                                         
           
Phone: 208-292-2529  

Amanda Burnette                           
             
3001 Metro Drive, Suite 480
Bloomington, MN. 55425
amanda.burnette@
winsorlearning.com

                                  
Professional Preconstruction & Construction
Manager
Mark Qualman 
Billings, MT 
mark@costgurus.com
406-412-7650

 
The Great Conversation Series
Jamie Vollmer
jamie@jamievollmer.com
641-472-1558

 
         FICO
Rick Ruiz, Business
Development
800 7th Ave. North
Great Falls, MT. 59911
406-452-0009

 

 
Standards-based digital curriculum resources for
K–12 classrooms 
Emily Keith
EKeith@discoveryed.com
847-337-9546 
 

K–12 online curriculum and blended
learning solutions
Michael Bullock
Michael.bullock@edgenuity.com
480-347-6008 

 

 

Montana Meadow Sponsors

Maya Burnaugh

School Accounting Software
145 Southlake Crest, Suite 1
Polson, MT. 59860

Targeted Professional Development
Daniel Sybrant
557 Cow Creek Lane
Corvallis, MT 
Daniel.Sybrant@measuredprogress.org 
888-413-3669, ext. 5776
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